
Albanian
Amharic
Arabic
Arabic (Egypt)
Arabic (Iraqi)
Arabic (Lebanese)
Armenian
Assyrian
Auslan
Bengali/Bangla
Bosnian
Bulgarian
Burmese
Cantonese
Chaldean
Chin
Chin Haka
Chin Mindat
Chin Tedim
Croatian
Czech
Dari
Dinka
Dutch
Farsi
Fiji Hindi
Filipino
Finnish
French
Fuqing
Fuzhou
German
Greek
Gujurati
Hakka
Harari
Hazaragi
Hebrew
Hindi
Hokkien
Hmong
Hungarian
Indonesian
Italian
Japanese
Kannada
Karen
Khmer

Kirundi
Kiswahili/Swahili
Korean
Kurdish
Lao
Latvian
Lithuanian
Macedonian
Malay
Malayalam
Maltese
Mandarin
Nepalese
Nuer
Oromo
Pashtu/Pushto
Polish
Portuguese
Punjabi
Romanian
Russian
Samoan
Serbian
Sinhalese
Slovenian
Somali
Spanish
Sudanese Arabic
Tamil
Telegu
Teo Chew
Tetum
Thai
Tigrinya
Timorese Hakka
Toishan
Tongan
Turkish
Ukrainian
Urdu
Uyghur
Uzbek
Vietnamese

We provide over 100 languages & dialects 
including

admin@allgraduates.com.au  
www.allgraduates.com.au

Qualified telephone interpreters
24 hours a day, 7 days a week

Call InterpreterLine

1300 739 731
Local call cost. Australia-wide 

InterpreterLine is the telephone and video interpreting specialist division of All Graduates 

LANGUAGE TIP SHEET

All Graduates

Emerging languages: the languages of East Africa 

Among the many languages in Australia that have arrived with East 
African immigrants, the 2011 Census found the three most widely 
spoken were: 
 
Somali  9,914 speakers  
Shona  8,004 
Swahili 6,885 
 
Somali is the most established of these languages in Australia. 
Somali, while it is written with a Latin script, is a Semitic language, 
close to Arabic. It is the dominant language of Somalia, which has 
relatively few other minority languages. There is now relatively good 
access to Somali interpreters and translators in Australia. 
 
Shona is a language few Australians may have heard of. It is a native 
language widely spoken in Zimbabwe and surrounding countries. It is 
spoken by many as a second language, making it a lingua franca of 
trade and social life. However, the majority of Shona speakers will 
also be literate in English, making the need for language services 
less critical. 
 
Swahili (Kiswahili) is very much a recently emerging language in 
Australia, with still a shortage of translators and interpreters. It is an 
even more significant lingua franca as it was originally a trading 
language of Zanzibar and is now spoken by many along the central 
East African coast. It is the official national language of Tanzania. 
Swahili is also widely spoken in surrounding countries, particularly 
Kenya and as far inland as the Congo, and is a language of 
instruction in primary and secondary education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  




