We provide over 100 languages & dialects
including

Albanian
Amharic
Arabic
Arabic (Egypt)
Arabic (Iraqi)
Arabic (Lebanese)
Armenian
Assyrian
Auslan
Bengali/Bangla
Bosnian
Bulgarian
Burmese
Cantonese
Chaldean
Chin

Chin Haka
Chin Mindat
Chin Tedim
Croatian
Czech

Dari

Dinka

Dutch

Farsi

Fiji Hindi
Filipino
Finnish
French
Fuging
Fuzhou
German
Greek
Guijurati
Hakka
Harari
Hazaragi
Hebrew
Hindi
Hokkien
Hmong
Hungarian
Indonesian
[talian
Japanese
Kannada
Karen
Khmer

Kirundi
Kiswahili/Swahili
Korean
Kurdish

Lao

Latvian
Lithuanian
Macedonian
Malay
Malayalam
Maltese
Mandarin
Nepalese
Nuer

Oromo
Pashtu/Pushto
Polish
Portuguese
Punjabi
Romanian
Russian
Samoan
Serbian
Sinhalese
NEIIEN
Somali
Spanish
Sudanese Arabic
Tamil
Telegu

Teo Chew
Tetum

Thai
Tigrinya
Timorese Hakka
Toishan
Tongan
Turkish
Ukrainian
Urdu
Uyghur
Uzbek
Vietnamese
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Emerging languages: the languages of Afghanistan

There are many Afghans in Australia, and they largely speak one of the three main languages:

« Dari, with 20,180 speakers
« Hazaraghi, 7,605 speakers
« Pashto, 4,801 speakers*

The languages are Indo-European of the Iranic branch and are written in an Arabic script. Dari
is concentrated around the Centre and North of the country, Hazaraghi in the Central region
and West, and Pashto in the South and East.

Dari is sometimes called Eastern Farsi or Afghan Persian; Farsi is the modern name for the
national language of Iran, also known by its older name Persian. Dari and Farsi are largely
mutually intelligible. Dari is widely spoken in Kabul and in educational institutions and national
administration; all educated Afghans will speak Dari.

Hazaraghi (Azargi, Haragi) is the language of the more central regions of Afghanistan which
have seen a lot of the war; it is close to Dari, and largely mutually intelligible but does not have
a developed literary heritage.

Pashto (Pushto) is also identified along with Dari as a national language, has a strong literary
tradition, and is spoken both in Afghanistan and in neighbouring Pakistan. The Taliban is a
largely (not exclusively) Pashto organisation, and as conflicts in their region intensified
hundreds of thousands of Pashto have sought refuge elsewhere. Pashto is not easily mutually
intelligible with Dari, but educated Pashto will speak Dari.

Professional translators and interpreters are generally readily available in Dari, but much less
readily available in Hazaraghi or Pashto.

Fun Fact: Afghanistan was relatively unknown to most Australians until after 2001 and the
consequent war. Yet historically links go back a long way, to when ‘Afghan’ camel drivers in the
late 19th century sustained much of the distant outback, a past celebrated in the name of the
‘Ghan’ train that runs to Darwin today.

*Source: 2011 Australian Census

Qualified telephone interpreters
24 hours a day, 7 days a week

Call InterpreterLine

1300 739 731

Local call cost. Australia-wide

) INTERPRETERLINE™ InterpreterLine is the telephone and video interpreting specialist division of All Graduates

always there.





